Forgiveness

“There is only forgiveness if there is any, where there is the
unforgivable. That is to say that forgiveness must announce itself as

impossibility.” Jacques Derrida

"To err is human; to forgive, divine" Alexander Pope
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Teshuvah and Yom Kippur only atone for sins between man and
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God; for example, a person who ate a forbidden food or engaged
in forbidden sexual relations, and the like. However, sins between
man and man; for example, someone who injures a colleague,
curses a colleague, steals from him, or the like will never be
forgiven until he gives his colleague what he owes him and

appeases him.

[It must be emphasized that] even if a person restores the money
that he owes [the person he wronged], he must appease him and
ask him to forgive him.

Even if a person only upset a colleague by saying [certain] things,
he must appease him and approach him [repeatedly] until he
forgives him.

If his colleague does not desire to forgive him, he should bring a
group of three of his friends and approach him with them and
request [forgiveness]. If [the wronged party] is not appeased, he
should repeat the process a second and third time. If he [still] does
not want [to forgive him], he may let him alone and need not
pursue [the matter further]. On the contrary, the person who
refuses to grant forgiveness is the one considered as the sinner.
[The above does not apply] if [the wronged party] was one's
teacher. [In that instance,] a person should continue seeking his

forgiveness, even a thousand times, until he forgives him.
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It is forbidden for a person to be cruel and refuse to be appeased.
Rather, he should be easily pacified, but hard to anger. When the
person who wronged him asks for forgiveness, he should forgive
him with a complete heart and a willing spirit. Even if he
aggravated and wronged him severely, he should not seek revenge
or bear a grudge.

This is the path of the seed of Israel and their upright spirit. In
contrast, the insensitive gentiles do not act in this manner. Rather,
their wrath is preserved forever. Similarly, because the Gibeonites
did not forgive and refused to be appeased, [II Samuel 21:2]

describes them, as follows: "The Gibeonites are not among the

children of Israel."
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(6) M passed before him and proclaimed: “Im™ M a God
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness

and faithfulness,

Understanding is about giving people the benefit of the doubt, in terms
of trying to figure out what is going on for them rather than rushing
into judge them. Compassion will often follow from this, because we
are more likely to feel concern for someone once we have arrived at a
more generous understanding of them. And forgiveness will often be
the next stage of this journey, because without understanding and

compassion it seems almost impossible to imagine forgiving anybody.

The desire to understand is fuelled by the desire to exist in relationship
with other people, by an appreciation for how healthy relationships
enhance our possibilities of joy and fulfilment in life, how they offer us

security and confidence, a sense of belonging and a feeling of peace.

I can choose to be constantly falling out with the people in my life, to
be judging them as wanting, holding grudges against them and keeping
a distance from them. I can maintain relationships ‘in appearance only’,
rendering them a hollow imitation of what a genuine relationship ought
to be. I can eye all those close to me with suspicion, and deprive myself
of the possibility of receiving any warmth from them. I can render
myself lonely in spite of being surrounded by friends and people who

are drawn to me.

But why would I want to do that?
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And I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit into you: I

will remove the heart of stone from your body and give you a heart

of flesh;

YL MY 12 PRYY) uRRY XD UKD UK RUMYD
Y07 TR TR DR 21PWAR 927 KDY (20 v 2 Yxmw)
WTInD POY mEn KO INR DR afwaR K1 03 21 W)
23122 9372 °7 DRYR 971 131 92 7 WY Ay 10 i)
Wp21 M OR) ARy DR IR 11T (@ v e MRV
ARIY IR DinG RI KD) DRAN? Iy 1% 2hnd unn
DORT PR OT2R 2780 (0 o mwRnl)

When one person wrongs another, the latter should not remain
silent and despise him as [II Samuel 13:22] states concerning the

wicked: "And Avshalom did not speak to Amnon neither good,
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nor bad for Avshalom hated Amnon."

Rather, he is commanded to make the matter known and ask him:
"Why did you do this to me?", "Why did you wrong me regarding
that matter?" as [Leviticus 19:17] states: "You shall surely
admonish your colleague.”

If, afterwards, [the person who committed the wrong] asks [his
colleague] to forgive him, he must do so. A person should not be
cruel when forgiving [as implied by Genesis 20:17]: "And
Abraham prayed to God..."
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[t is a mitzvah for a person who sees that his fellow Jew has sinned
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or is following an improper path [to attempt] to correct his
behavior and to inform him that he is causing himself a loss by his
evil deeds as [Leviticus 19:17] states: "You shall surely admonish
your colleague.”

A person who rebukes a colleague - whether because of a [wrong
committed] against him or because of a matter between his
colleague and God - should rebuke him privately. He should speak
to him patiently and gently, informing him that he is only making
these statements for his colleague's own welfare, to allow him to
merit the life of the world to come.

If he accepts [the rebuke], it is good; if not, he should rebuke him
a second and third time. Indeed, one is obligated to rebuke a
colleague who does wrong until the latter strikes him and tells him:
"I will not listen."

Whoever has the possibility of rebuking [sinners] and fails to do so
is considered responsible for that sin, for he had the opportunity to

rebuke the [sinners].
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It is pious behavior if a person who was wronged by a colleague
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would rather not admonish him or mention the matter at all
because the person who wronged him was very boorish or because
he was mentally disturbed, [provided] he forgives him totally
without bearing any feelings of hate or admonishing him. The

Torah is concerned only with those who carry feelings of hate.
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It is natural for a man's character and actions to be influenced by
his friends and associates and for him to follow the local norms of
behavior. Therefore, he should associate with the righteous and be
constantly in the company of the wise, so as to learn from their
deeds. Conversely, he should keep away from the wicked who walk
in darkness, so as not to learn from their deeds.

This is [implied by] Solomon's statement (Proverbs 13:20 : "He
who walks with the wise will become wise, while one who
associates with fools will suffer." Similarly, [Psalms 1:1] states:
"Happy is the man who has not followed the advice of the
wicked."

A person who lives in a place where the norms of behavior are evil
and the inhabitants do not follow the straight path should move to
a place where the people are righteous and follow the ways of the
good.

If all the places with which he is familiar and of which he hears
reports follow improper paths, as in our times, or if he is unable to
move to a place where the patterns of behavior are proper, because
of [the presence of ] bands of raiding troops, or for health reasons,
he should remain alone in seclusion as [Eichah 3:28] states: "Let
him sit alone and be silent."

If they are wicked and sinful and do not allow him to reside there
unless he mingle with them and follow their evil behavior, he
should go out to caves, thickets, and deserts [rather than] follow
the paths of sinners as [Jeremiah 9:1] states: "Who will give me a

lodging place for wayfarers, in the desert."
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One who serves [God] out of love occupies himself in the Torah
and the mitzvot and walks in the paths of wisdom for no ulterior
motive: not because of fear that evil will occur, nor in order to
acquire benefit. Rather, he does what is true because it is true, and
ultimately, good will come because of it.

This is a very high level which is not merited by every wise man. It
is the level of our Patriarch, Abraham, whom God described as,
"he who loved Me," for his service was only motivated by love.
God commanded us [to seek] this rung [of service] as conveyed by
Moses as [Deuteronomy 6:5] states: "Love God, your Lord."
When a man will love God in the proper manner, he will

immediately perform all of the mitzvot motivated by love.
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What is the proper [degree] of love? That a person should love
God with a very great and exceeding love until his soul is bound
up in the love of God. Thus, he will always be obsessed with this
love as if he is lovesick.

[A lovesick person's] thoughts are never diverted from the love of
that woman. He is always obsessed with her; when he sits down,
when he gets up, when he eats and drinks. With an even greater
[love], the love for God should be [implanted] in the hearts of
those who love Him and are obsessed with Him at all times as we
are commanded [Deuteronomy 6:5: "Love God...] with all your
heart and with all soul."

This concept was implied by Solomon [Song of Songs 2:5] when
he stated, as a metaphor: "I am lovesick." [Indeed,] the totality of

the Song of Songs is a parable describing [this love].
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In our Commentary on the Sayings of the Fathers (chap. 5:7) we
have explained the expression hesed as denoting an excess [in some
moral quality]. It is especially used of extraordinary kindness.
Loving-kindness is practised in two ways: first, we show kindness
to those who have no claim whatever upon us; secondly, we are
kind to those to whom it is due, in a greater measure than is due to
them. In the inspired writings the term hesed occurs mostly in the
sense of showing kindness to those who have no claim to it
whatever. For this reason the term hesed is employed to express the

good bestowed upon us by God: “I will mention the loving-
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kindness of the Lord” (Isa. 63:7). On this account, the very act of
the creation is an act of God’s loving-kindness. “I have said, The
Universe is built up in loving-kindness” (Ps. 89:3); i.e., the
building up of the Universe is an act of loving-kindness. Also, in

the enumeration of God’s attributes, Scripture says: “And abundant

in loving-kindness” (Exod. 34:6).

We are suspicious of forgiveness that comes too quickly, because on
some level we know that genuine forgiveness involves recovery, and that

recovery cannot be rushed. That it requires a good deal of patience.

Something new has to grow in us before we are ready to forgive, a fresh
source of strength and independence, a fresh confidence in our ability
to weather life’s storms. And following this line of thought, we might
say that a relationship after forgiveness is never quite the same, that
something of its chemistry, of its power balance, has been

fundamentally altered.

The one who forgives has given a gift, has shown themselves to be
bigger and more generous than hitherto known, whilst the offender has
shown themselves to be in someways very lacking. To forgive does not
mean to forget, it is not about wiping the slate clean and going back to
how things were. It is a new beginning, in the sense of the relationship

having changed, having matured and become stronger along the way.
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